North Star Grade 8 Mentor Lesson #17

	Focus:  Word Choice, Context Clues, Inferences, and  Summarizing 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Materials:  copies of student notes, copies of practice samples, copies of article “Elephant Refuge, ”  highlighters, pen/pencil, glue stick


	Before Reading:
Discussion:  (sample discussion about how scholars handle challenging words)
Say to scholars:  I need you to be honest with this question.  What do you do when you come across a word that you do not know when you are reading?  Many scholars skip the words.  What happens when you skip over words and never figure out what they mean?  You miss key points and don’t understand what you read.  Sometimes, scholars even give up and stop reading.
Let’s review ways to determine what words mean.

Say to scholars:  Sometimes, we also need to figure out why authors used certain words, phrases or even figures of speech.  We have to determine what those phrases mean.  Glue the context clues notes in your journal.  We will highlight key words as we talk about types of context clues.  

Say to scholars:  Let’s practice with a few examples before we read out article.


	During Reading:
Say to scholars:  
1. We will read the article “Elephant Refuge” together.  You will use context clues to determine the meaning of challenging words. Highlight the clues in the sentence that helped you to figure out the meaning.

2. Read the subheadings aloud.  Now, circle the details that tell what you think is most important in each section.  

3. In paragraph 3, what does surpassed mean?  How did you know?  Write the definition in the margin beside the word.

4. In paragraph 3, what does turmoil mean?  How did you know?   Write the definition in the margin beside the word.

5. Why do you think the author used words like “bulldozing,” “squeezed out,” and “conflicts” in paragraph 3?   Write your response in the margin beside the paragraph.

6. How would you describe the author’s attitude or tone about the topic?  Which sentence from the article shows how the author feels towards elephants?


	After Reading:  
Write a summary of the key points and include the author’s attitude words elephants.


	  Wrapping Up:  
· Complete North Star forms.
· Gather and store materials.
· Read lesson #18 for the next session.




