North Star Grade 8 Mentor Lesson #19
	Focus:  Story Elements, Theme, and Symbolism

Materials: copies of  irony practice, copies of “The Happy Man’s Shirt,” highlighters, glue stick, pen/pencil


	Before Reading:
1. Say to scholars:  You’ve analyzed numerous literary techniques or devices in your ELA class.  We will review irony and story elements today.  What do you remember about irony?   
2. Pass out the irony practice handout.  
3. Say to scholars:  Highlight the key words in the background information section about irony.  Let’s read the practice passage together.  As we read, think of the unexpected outcome or twist.  
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*Discuss the unexpected outcome.  What did you expect to happen?  What actually happened?   


	During Reading:

Say to scholars:  As we read, highlight details in the story that tell us the following information:
· Setting:  Where is the story taking place?  How is the setting important to the events that happen?  (Setting)
· Who are the characters?  How do the characters try to solve their problems?  How would you describe their personalities? (Characterization)
· How is the problem or conflict solved? (Conflict and Resolution)
· What lesson is learned at the end of the story?  (Theme)
· What was the unexpected outcome?  (Irony)

Read the story together.  Discuss and challenging words using context clues.  Highlight and discuss details that help answer the guiding questions.  Ask scholars to show the exact details in the story that prove each answer. 


	After Reading:  
Say to scholars:  
1. We learned that symbols contribute to the overall meaning of a story.  The symbols help the reader understand the message or theme in the story.  What did the king think the shirt represented in the story?  (He thought the shirt represented happiness.  So, we learned that true happiness comes from within.)  Which lines from the story indicated this theme?  
2. We also analyzed the ironic ending or twist in the story.  Why do you think the author chose to end the story this way?  How did irony help the reader to learn the lesson along with the king?


	  Wrapping Up:  
· Complete North Star forms.
· Gather and store materials.
· Read lesson #20 for the next session.




